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played outstanding parts, Clemenceau, Premier of France,
Lloyd George, Premier of Great Britain, and Wilson, Presi-
dent of the U.S.A. The first of these, Clemenceau, was
anxious above all that Germany should be so completely
crushed that never again should German armies be able
to invade and devas-
tate France, as they
had done both in 1870
and in 1914. Wilson
was an idealist, who
hoped and worked for
the beginning of a new
era of world peace.
Lloyd George had
somehow to try to re-
concile the demands of
both these, with those
of all the nations (in-
cluding his own)
which, as victors, ex-
pected to get some-
thing out of the im-
mensely costly strug-
gle. The treaty,
known as the Treaty
of Versailles^ as it was
signed there, in the
palace built by the

Grand Monarch of France, was, naturally, an unsatisfactory
one in many ways,

The deepest footprints of all might have been left by
President Wilson, if his plan for the 'League of Nations*
had proved successful in keeping the nations at peace.
Why was the League of Nations not successful in keep-
ing the nations at peace, even for a few years? The
main reason, in its simplest form, was the same as that
which made the American States unsuccessful in avoiding
disputes (which nearly led to war between them) after
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